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PSALM xxii. 28. 


THE KINGDOM IS THE LORD's, AND HE IS THE 
GOVERNOUR AMONG THE NATIONS. 


HE doctrine conveyed to us in theſe words 1s 

that of A NATIONAL PROVIDENCE ; and it is a 

doctrine no leſs conſonant to reaſon than con- 
ſolatory to the human mind. It mult therefore afford us 
the higheſt ſatisfaction to find this truth confirmed by the 
ſacred writers in the cleareſt and the ſtrongeſt terms. 
The ſcriptures are full of the moſt gracious promiſes to 
righteous nations, and of the moſt dreadful denunciations 
againſt wicked and impenitent kingdoms ; and it is well 
known that neither theſe promiſes nor theſe threatenings 
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were vain, The hiſtory of the Jewiſh people more 
cſpecially is ſcarce any thing elſe than the hiſtory of 
God's providential interpoſition to 'puniſh or reward 
them according as they obeyed or diſobeyed his laws. 
And although we ſhouid admit that on account of the 
peculiar circumſtances of that people, and the un- 
exampled form of their Theocratic government, their 
caſe cannot be drawn into a parall-l with that of other 
nations, yet there are not wanting ſome which may, 
J hoſe four celebrated empires of antiquity which roſe 
up one after another, and ſucceſſively filled the world 
with aſtoniſhment and terror, were nothing more than 
mighty engines in the hand of God to execute his 
various diſpenſations of mercy or of juſtice on the 
Jewiſh nation and other civil communities; and to 
prepare the way gradually for the introduction of another 
kingdom of a very different nature and ſuperiour to 
them all. Their riſe and fall were predicted in the 


ſacred writings long before they exiſted * ; and thoſe 


extraordinary perſonages, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alex- 
ander, Auguſtus, Veſpaſian, and Titus, were, though 
* Daniel, C. vii. and viii. 


unknown 


By eq 
unknown to themſelves, the acexTs of the Almighty, 
raiſed up at certain appointed times and furniſhed with 
every requiſite qualification to“ perform all his plea- 
ce ſure * and fulfill his views. © I am the Lord that 
„ maketh all things; that ſtretcheth forth the hea- 
« yens alone; that ſpreadeth abroad the earth by my- 
„ ſelf; that fruſtrateth the tokens of the lyars, and. 
© maketh diviners mad; that turneth wiſe men back- 
% ward, and maketh their knowledge fooliſh ; that con- 
« firmeth the word of his ſervant, and performeth the 
* counſel of his meſſengers. I form the light and create 
« darkneſs; I make peace and create evil; I Tur Lozp 
© DO ALL THESE THINGS T.“ Thus we lee, that what 
is conſidered as the common viciſſitude of human affairs, 
peace and war, peſtilence and famine, political changes 
and national revolutions, the paſſions of the wicked, 
the machinations of the crafty, the virtues of the good, 

the errors of the weak, the prudence of the wiſe, the 

ſhining qualities of the great; every thing in ſhort that 

the world calls accident, chance and fortune, are all in 

fact under the controll of an inviſible and over-rulin : 

hand; which, without any violation of the laws of 
* Iſaiah xliv. 28. + Iſaiah xliv. 24, 25, 25. and xiv. 7. 
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nature or the freedom of human actions, renders them 


ſubſervient to the gracious purpoſes of divine wiſdom in 
the government of the world, 


Ix the inſtance above adduced of the four great monar- 
chies, we ſee this ſublime truth exemplified in the moſt 
{triking manner, 'They form as it were one vaſt map of 
providential adminiſtration, delineated on ſo large a ſcale, 

and marked with ſuch legible characters, that they 
cannot well eſcape our notice. But although this 1s 
very properly hung up for the obſervation of mankind 
in general, yet there are other examples of a national 
Providence which to us may be more intereſting, as 
coming more home to ourſelves, We of this kingdom 
have been moſt remarkably favoured with the viſible 
protection of Heaven; and there are in our own hiſtory 
ſo many plain and unequivocal marks of a divine inter- 
ference, that if we do not acknowledge it, We are 
either the blindeſt or the moſt ungratcful people on 
earth. Let me more particularly call your attention to 
the following very ſingular circumſtances in ſome of the 


greateſt events that dignify the annals of this country. 
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Oos ſeparation from the church of Rome was begun 
by the paſſions of a prince who meant nothing leſs than 
that reformation of religion which was the conſequence 
of it. The total diſperſion and overthrow of what was 
profancly called the invincible Armada, was effected 
almoſt entirely by winds and tempeſts. That dread- 
ful popiſh conſpiracy, which ſeemed guarded by impe- 
netrable darkneſs and filence againſt all poſſibility of 
detection, was at laſt caſually diſcovered by a letter 
cqually indiſcreet and obſcure. At a time when there 
appeared no hope of ever recovering our antient form of 
government, it ſuddenly roſe from the ruins in which 
the tragedy of this day had involved it; under the 
auſpices of a man who had helped to deſtroy it, and who 
ſeemed almoſt to the laſt moment undecided whether he 
ſhould reſtore or deſtroy it again. And to crown all, 
our deliverance in a ſubſequent reign from the attempts 
of a gloomy tyrant to enſlave both body and ſoul, was 
brought about by a concurrence of the moſt ſurpriſing 
incidents co-operating, at that very critical moment on 
which the whole depended, with the nobleſt efforts of 
true patriotiſm, Let now the hardieſt ſceptic conſider 
B only 
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only theſe few remarkable facts ſelected from a multi- 
tude of others ſcarce leſs extraordinary, and then let him 


deny if he can, the evident traces they bear ſtamped 
upon them of SOME SUPERIOR POWER. 


IT may ſeem indeed, as if the very times to which 
the preſent ſolemnity carries back our thoughts, were a 


contradiction to the doctrine here advanced, were a 


ſtrong and melancholy proof that God's providential 


care was then at leaſt withdrawn, and“ the light of his 
« countenance turned away” from this iſland. The 
murder of a virtuous though miſguided prince, and the 
total ſubverſion of. the conſtitution, may be thought 


utterly inconſiſtent with the notion of a divine ſuper- 


intendance. But it is not ſurely to be expected, that 
throughout the whole duration of a great empire, any 
more than throughout the whole life of an individual, 
there is to be one uninterrupted courſe! of proſperity 


and ſucceſs. ' Admonitions and checks, corrections arid 
puniſhments, may be and undoubtedly are in both caſes 


ſometimes uſeful, perhaps eſſentially neceffary ; and the 


care and even kindneſs of Providence may be no leſs 


viſible 
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viſible in theſe ſalutary ſeverities, than in the diſtribution 
of its moſt valuable bleſſings. 


Born private and public afflictions have a natura! 
tendency to awaken, to alarm, to inſtruc, to humanize, 
to meliorate the heart of man; and they may be ulti- 
mately attended with other very important and beneficial 
conſequences. This was eminently the caſe in that 
turbulent period we are now commemorating. The 
convulſions into which the nation was then thrown, 
ſeem to have been the efforts of a vigorous though at 
that time diſordered conſtitution; which ſhaking off in 


thoſe violent agitations ſome of its molt malignant 


humours, acquired in the end a degree of health and -- 


ſoundneſs unknown to it before, "Theſe however might, 
by a ſkilful management, have been much ſooner eſtab- 
liſhed. The lenient remedies of LAW AND PARLIAMEN= 
TARY AUTHORITY, Which were at firſt applied, had made 
ſo great a progreſs in ſubduing the maladies of theſtate, that 
there was all the encouragement in the world to perſevere 
in that regular and prudent courſe. But moſt unfortu- 
nately for the nation it was too haſtily relinquiſhed ; and 
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in an evil hour recourſe was had to that moſt dangerous 
and deſperate of all experiments, which nothing but 
extreme neceſſity can juſtify, MILITARY FORCE. 


Tur who ſet out with the very beſt principles, and 
the pureſt intentions, were inſenfibly led by a few artful 
incendiaries into excefſes of which at one time they 
would have thought themſelves utterly incapable. In 
their haſte to reform every thing, they unhappily forgot 
that the other two branches of the legiſlature, THE K1NG 
AND THE LORDS, had rights as ſacred and as eſſential to 
the public welfare, as thoſe of the commons ; and that it 
was no leſs injurious and dangerous to violate the conſti- 
tution, for the ſake of advancing the power of the peo- 
ple, than for the purpoſe of extending the prerogative of 
the crown. Heated with thoſe viſionary plans which 
they had formed of abſolute perfection in church and 
ſtate, they thought it allowable to promote ſuch righte- 
ous ends by the moſt unrighteous means; by trampling 
on all thoſe ſacred laws of truth, juſtice, equity, charity, 
and humanity, which were undoubtedly meant (however 
little we may regard that meaning) to govern our political 
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as well as private conduct; and which can never be 
tranſgreſſed, not even in purſuit of liberty itſelf, without 


the moſt pernicious effects. 


No wonder then that theſe effects followed in the 
preſent inſtance, and that the Almighty purſued ſuch 
unchriſtian practices with the moſt exemplary vengeance. 
It is indeed very remarkable that every one of thoſe 
parties which bore a ſhare in this miſerable conteſt, 
king, nobles, commons, puritans, and patriots, were 
diſappointed of their aim, and found every thing fall out 
the very reverſe of what they expected. Each in their 
turn became the victim of their own devices, and the 
new race which ſprung up from their dregs exhibited to 
the world a moſt ſingular but at the ſame time moſt 
inſtructive ſpectacle. Inſtead of that unlimited freedom, 
temporal and ſpiritual, which they conceived themſelves 
commiſſioned by Heaven to eſtabliſh ; confuſion and 
bloodſhed, tyranny and anarchy, every folly and every 
extravagance which enthuſiaſm could engender, followed 
each other in quick ſucceſſion, Aſhamed and tired of 


ſuch diſgraceful and capricious inſults, the nation was 
| at 
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at length rouſed, and with one voice recalled the exiled 
monarch to the throne. But as if it was meant by Provi- 
dence that every part of this unexampled ſcene ſhould 
hold forth ſome uſeful leſſon to mankind, it appeared 
from the concluſion no leſs than from the whole 
progreſs of it, how completely all immoderate vehemence 
of temper and conduct defeats its own purpoſes, and by 
graſping at too much loſes every thing. For, as one 
extreme naturally begets another, exceſſive rigour to 
the father produced exceſſive indulgence to the fon ; 
and in one fond moment of joy was loſt the fruit of all 


the preceding ſtruggles againſt the exorbitant claims 
and encroachments of the crown. 


BuT when in the following reign a different conduct 
was obſerved, the event was alſo different, and Heaven 
gave its ſanction to the glorious work. At that 
memorable period all the injuſtice and oppreſſion was on 
the part of the ſovereign, all the forbearance and 
moderation on the part of the ſubject. For although 
the invaſions made both on our civil and religious rights 
by James the Second were far bolder and more alarming 


than 


£134 
than thoſe attempted by his unhappy father, yet they 


produced no haſty, no licentious exceſſes among the 
people. Every legal, every conſtitutional mode of redreſs 
was firſt tried, and when thoſe failed of ſucceſs, more 
vigorous and efhcacious meaſures became neceſſary. 
Yet even theſe were conducted with the moſt conſum- 
mate prudence and circumſpection; and the wiſdom, the 
calmneſs, the firmneſs, the temper, the ſobriety, with 
which our illuſtrious anceſtors proceeded on that occa- 
ſion, form a molt ſtriking contraſt, to the raſlineſs, the 
paſſion, the wild impetuoſity, and fanatic fury, with which 
Cromwell and his aſſociates ſet themſelves to tear up the 
abuſes of government, and government itſelf along with 
them, by the roots. The great authors of THE REVOLU- 
TION, on the contrary, diſdaining all the uſual artifices of 
faction to inflame and miſlead the multitude, and leaving 
every one to his own natural ſenſe and feeling of the inju- 
ries he ſuftained ; without calumny or falſhood, without 
invective or miſrepreſentation, without the horrors of a 


civil war, without a ſingle battle, almoſt without the 


loſs of a ſingle life, effected every thing they wiſhed. 

Becauſe both the end they purſued, and the means they s 

employed, were reaſonable and juſt, Providence crowned N 
9 their 
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their efforts with ſucceſs, and gave them the glory of 
eſtabliſhing the rights of the people, not on the ruins of 
the. conſtitution, but on the nice adjuſtment and exact 


counterpoiſe of all its ſeveral component parts. 


W have then the ſtrongeſt reaſons to conclude that 
there is a Power on high which watches over the fate of 
nations, and which has in a more eſpecial manner, in a 
manner plainly diſtinguiſhable from the ordinary courſe 
of events, and the common effects of human policy and 
foreſight, preſerved this kingdom in the moſt critical 
and perilous circumſtances. * Does not this then afford 


* © I have often obſerved, (ſays an eloquent writer) that when the 
fulneſs and maturity of time is come that produces the great convul- 
ſions and changes in the world, it uſually pleaſes God to make it 
appear, by the manner of them, that they are not the effects of human 
force or policy, but of the divine juſtice and predeſtination. And 
though we ſee a man /trikhing as it were the hour of that fulneſs of 
time, yet our reaſon mult needs be convinced, that his hand is moved 
by ſome ſecret, and to us who ſtand without, inviſible direction.“ 

Cowley's Diſcourſe on the Government of Oliver Cromwell, 

This obſervation is, I apprehend, ſtrictly applicable to thoſe 

inſtances of INVISIBLE DIRECTION which have been here produced. 
3 _- ſome 
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fome ground to hope, that if we endeavour to render 
ourſelves worthy of the divine protection, it will be once 
more extended to us; and that by a ſpeedy and effectual 
reformation of our hearts and lives, we may remove or 
lighten thoſe heavy judgments which our iniquities have 
now moſt juſtly drawn down upon us. This, I know, is 


holding a language at which they who compliment 


themſelves with the name of py1LosoPHERs will ſmile. 
But let them enjoy their triumph; and let them allow 
us, who think chriſtianity the beſt philoſophy, to con- 
ſole ourſelves, amidſt the gloom that at preſent ſurrounds 
us, with thoſe reviving hopes which the belief of God's 
providential government preſents to us. If this be 
ſuperſtition, it is ſo delightful a. ſuperſtition, that it 
would be inhuman to deprive us of it. But we know 
in whom we truſt ; we know that this truſt reſts on a 
foundation which cannot be ſhaken. It reſts, as we have 
ſeen, not only on the expreſs declarations and promiſes 
of holy writ, but on the many remarkable inſtances of 
a ſupernatural agency which occur in the hiſtory of 


mankind, and above all in our own. In every one of 


the extraordinary national deliverances abovementioned, 
| C the 
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the dangers that threatened this iſland were of a much 
greater magnitude, and more formidable aſpect, | than, 
thoſe which now ſeem to alarm us. Why then may we, 
not again indulge ourſelves with the ſame expectations? 
A ſeries of paſt favours naturally begets a preſumption. 
of their continuance; and: it muſt not be wholly, im- 
puted to the laudable partiality which every, honeſt man 
entertains for his own country, if we give way to a 
perſuaſion that God will {till vouchſafe his accuſtomed 
goodneſs to this. favoured: land. Yes, we wi ſooth 
ourſelves with the belief, that a nation fo diſtinguiſhed 
as this has been, with happier revolutions. and greater 
bleflings than any other ever experienced, will not be at 
this time deſerted by its gracious Benefactor and Protec- 
tor. It is here that civil liberty has fixed her throne; it 
is here that proteſtantiſm finds its firmeſt ſupport ; it is 
here that the divine principle of toleration is eſtabliſhed ; 
it is here that a proviſion is made by government for the 
poor; it is here that they are with a boundleſs. munifi- 
cence relieved! both by private charity and public 
inſtitutions ; it is here in fine that the laws are equal, 
wiſe and good, that they are adminiſtered by men of 
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acknowledged ability, and unimpeached integrity, and 
that through their hands the ſtream of juſtice flows with 
a purity unknown in any other age or nation. Nor have 
we only the happineſs of enjoying theſe unſpeakable 
advantages ourſelves; we have had the glory (a glory 
ſupertor to all conqueſts, to all triumphs) of diffuſing a 
large proportion of 'them over the remoteſt regions of the 
globe. Wherever our diſcoveries, our commerce, or our 
arms have penetrated, they have in general carried the 
laws, the freedom, and the religion, of this country 
along with them. Whatever faults and errors we may 
be chargeable with in other reſpects, for theſe gifts at 
leaſt, the moſt invaluable that one country can beſtow 
upon another, it is not improbable that both the 
eaſtern and the weſtern world may one day acknowledge 
that they were originally indebted to this kingdom. Is 
it then a vain, is it a deluſive imagination, that after 
Having been made the choſen inſtruments of Providence 
for ſuch noble, ſuch beneficial purpoſes, there is ſome 
degree of felicity ſtill in reſerve for us, and that the 
illuſtrious part we have been appointed to act on the 


ow theatre of the world is not yet accompliſhed ? What 
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may be in the councils of THE MosT HH; what mighty 
changes he may be now meditating in the ſyſtem of 
human affairs, he alone can tell. But in the midſt of 
this awful ſuſpence, while the fate of empires hangs 
trembling on his reſolves, of one thing at leaſt we are 
abſolutely certain; that it is better to have him for our 
friend than our enemy. Which of the two he ſhall be, 
depends entirely upon ourſelves. If by our infidelity, 
our impiety, our libertiniſm, our ill-timed gaiety and 
wanton profuſeneſs in the very face of public diſtreſs, we 
audaciouſly inſult his admonitions, and brave his utmoſt 
vengeance ; what elſe can we expect but that every 
thing which ought naturally to be the means of our 
ſtability, will be converted into inſtruments of our 
deſtruction ? That immenſe dominion, of which we ſhall 
then be no longer worthy, will be gradually rent away 
from us; and it may even become neceſſary for the 
welfare of mankind, to cut off our communication with 
diſtant countries, leſt they be infected with the contagion 
of our fins. But if on the contrary, by reverencing the 
judgements of God, and returning to that allegiance 
which we owe him, we again put ourſelves under his 


protection z 
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protection; he may ſtill, as he has often done, diſpel 
the clouds that hang over us: or if for wiſe reaſons he 
ſuffer them to gather and darken upon us ; he may make 
even this, in the final reſult, conduce to our real 
welfare. 


THERE is in fact no calamity private or public which 
under his gracious direction may not eventually prove a 
bleſſing. There are no loſſes but that of his favour 
which ought to ſink us into deſpair. There is a ſpirit 
in freedom, there is an energy in virtue, there is a con- 
fdence in religion, which will enable thoſe that poſſeſs 
them, and thoſe only, to riſe ſuperior to every diſaſter. 
It is not a boundleſs extent of territory, nor even of 
commerce, that is eſſential to public proſperity. They 
are neceſſary indeed to national greatneſs, but not to 
national felicity. The true wealth, the true ſecurity of 
a kingdom conſiſts in frugality, induſtry, temperance, 
fortitude, probity, piety, unanimity. Great difficulties 
more eſpeciallycall for great talents and great virtues. It is 
in times ſuch as theſe that we look for thoſe noble ex am- 
plesof SELF-DENIAL and PUBLIC SPIRIT, Which beſpeak 
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true greatneſs of mind, which have ſometimes ſaved king- 
doms, and immortalized individuals. Let then all the wiſe 
and the good in every party and denomination of men 
among us (for they are in every one to be found) ſtand 
forth in the preſent exigency as one man, to adviſe, di- 

rect, aſſiſt, and befriend their country; ; and as the Roman 
Triumvirs gave up each his friend for the 4h eftruftion of the 
ſtate, let every one now give up his favourite prejudices, 
ſyſtems, intereſts, reſentments, and connections, for 
the preſervation of it. Let us not, for God's fake, let 
us not, waſte that time in tearing and devouring one 
another which ought to be employed in providing for 
the general welfare. Unjuſt ſuſpicions, uncandid inter- 
pretations, mutual reproaches, and endleſs altercations, 
can anſwer no other purpoſe but to einbitter our minds 
and multiply the very evils we all wiſh to remove. From 
beginnings ſuch as theſe aroſe the calamities we are 
now met to deplore ; and the concluſion was, not 
liberty, but tyranny in the extreme. Can there poſſibly 
be a ſtronger motive for us to moderate our diſſenſions, 
and compoſe our paſſions, before they grow too big for 
us to manage and controll? On the ſame bottom are 
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we all embarked, and if in the midſt of our angry con- 
tentions the veſſel] periſh, we mutt all periſh with it. It 
is therefore our common intereſt, as it is our common 
duty, to unite in guarding againſt ſo fatal an event. 
There can be no danger of it but from ourſelves. Our 
worſt, our moſt formidable enemies are our own perſonal 
vices and political diſtractions. Let harmony inſpire 
our councils, and religion ſanctify our hearts, and we 
have nothing to fear. PEACE ABROAD is undoubtedly 
a moſt deſirable object. But there are two things ſtill 


more ſo, PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER, and PEACE 
WITH GOD. 


THE NN 


